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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
March 25, 1947 

The City Council of the City ot Torrance con"ened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Coullcil Chamber, Oity Hall, Torrance ,Calitornia, 
on Tuesday, Ma~ch 25, 1947 at 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor Shertey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Shertey, Ab­
sent: Councilmen; None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the minutes ot a Regular Meeting 
held ]larch 11, 1947; the minutes ot an Mjourned Regular Meeting 
held March 19, 1947; the minutes of an Adjourned Regular Meeting 
held March 20, 1947; and the minutes of an Adjourned Regular Meet­
ing held March 21, 1947, be approved as written. Councilman 
Jackson seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

This being the time and place fixed for the opening ot con­
tractors bids tor the construction of Municipal Water District No. 1 
in .alteria, Clerk Bartlett opened, examined and read the tollowing 
bids: 

1. Al.e:z: Robertson Company 
Clearwater, Calitornia 

CONTRACT 

A 
B 

2. or.P.Everett Construction Co. A 
134 W. l12th Street, L.A. B 

3. J.E.Young Pipe Line,Cont. 
8677 Otis st., South Gate 

A 
B 

4. Hood Construction Co. A 
3332 E. Florencs,Hntngtn Pk. B 

5. C-B Construction Co. 
4864 Valley Blvd., L.A. 

A 
B 

6. Pacific Pipeline & Eng.,Ltd. A 
2268 Firestone Blvd. ,L.A. B 

7. ABC Construction Co. 
810 N.Lakewood Blvd.,Hynes 

A 
B 

AMOUNT 

$25,275-.40 
7,044.25-

17,010.00 
5,8'18.25-

19,35-0.00 
6,272.50 

40,178.40 
12,407.25-

19,220.00 
5,790.50 

11,950.00 
6,465-.75 

23,220.00 
9,52.6.25 

Councilman Tolson moved that . complete reading of Contract B in 
the above bids be dispensed with and that all bids submitted be re­
ferred to Taylor and Taylor, Consulting Engineers for Municipal .ster 
District No. 1 in Walteria, for recommendation to the COUllcil. Coun­
cilman Powell seconded the motion whiah was carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Gilbert informed the audience that the bids would be 
available to anyone wishing to examine them immediately after the 
meeting. 

Mayor Shertey announoed that the canvass of election returns 
trom the March 18, 1947 Board of Education and Bond Election would 
take place at this time. 

Atter the Counoil completed the canvass of the election returns, 
Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 



RESOLUTION NO. 1829 

RESOLUTION DECLARING RESULTS OF 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD IN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE MARCH 18, -194'1. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Resol~tion No. 1829 be adopted. 
Councilman Tolson seoonded the motion which was car~ie~ by the fol­
lowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
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A communication was read from the food Shingle Improvee n t 
Company, ~30 lest Rosecrans Avenue, Compton, requesting a refund for 
the unused portion of their paint contraotor's lioense issued on 
February.15, 1947. 

After some discussion, City Attorney Otto B. Willett stated that 
t~e business license ordinance provides there shall be no retunds 
made on a license issued for more than thirty days. 

Councilman Powell moved that hereafter the COUIJoil w111 re­
serve the right to reject any applicatlon for refund made wlthin 
the1hirty day limit. Counoilman 'faIson seconded the motion whioh 
was oarried unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the above party, Wood ~hingle Im­
provement Company, be notified that the Council is rejecting their 
application for refund. _Counoilman Powell seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimously. 

~ communication was read trom the Eng1neering Off1ces of Taylor 
and Taylor, 725 So~th Spring St'reet, Los Angeles, with reference to 
MuniCipal Water District No.2 in North Torrance, stating that Dlana 
are being made to trans:t'~r 414 ft. of 12" cast iron p1pe and 1&02 ft. 
of 10· cast iron pipe from Municipal Improvement Distr1ct No. 1 to 
MuniCipal Water District, No. 2 at a cost of .5,445.05- to be drawn out 
of the bond fund; and recommending that they be authori~ed to pro­
ceed with plans for the installation ot cast iron pipe to aocommodate 
a housing project on Oren shaw Boulevard, bids for such to be received 
sometime in mid-~ril. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that Taylor and Taylor be given notice to 
go ahead with plans as outlined in their communication. Counoilman 
Powell seconded the motion which was oarried by the following roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson~ Powell, Tolson 
and Sher:t'ey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: _None • 

.A. communication was read :t'rom the SouthElrn Ca11fornia Gas Company, 
810 SOuth Flower Street, Los Angeles, .enclosing a check for $4536.15 
as the amount due for the twelve month period ending December 31, 1946 
in oonformity with the terms 01' the 1'ranchise issued them under Ordi­
nanoe No. 322. Matter of r.ecord. 

A communication was read from Mr. H. C. Call1han, P.O. lilOx 25-', 
Walteria, requesting the use 01' the Munioipal Park on July 4, 1947, 
for the purpo sa of staging the Tor.rance Fifth ,Annual Rodeo; and ask1ng 
permiss10n to decorate the streets in advertisement. 01' the event, and 
to hold the usual dance in oonnection therewith in t.he evening. He 
stated, also, that they will be willing to pay 10% ot the net prot1 t 
to the 01 ty 1'or the. use of the .park and the concessions. 

A oommunication was read from Mr. Da1e Riley, Recreation Depart­
ment Superintendent, recommending that M~. callihan's request be 
granted, subject to the CQunci1's action on the ~erican Leg~on oon­
tract in regard to the conoessions at the Park. 

Counoilman Powell moved that this request be referred to the 
Council as a whole, pending the outeome of: the proposed agreement 
between the American Legion and the City. Councilman GUbert seconded 
the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read :t'rom the Veterans of Foreign lars, P.O. 
Box 335, requesting .permission to sponsor a oarnival show in'forranoe 
beginning April 8 and ending April 13, w1 thOUlt paying the present 
lioense fee. 



Councilman Tolson moved that thea. requests be granted. Coun­
oilman G11bert seoonded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from the Torrance Hobby Shop, 1219 
El Prado, req~e8ting permission to sell -Sate and Sane- Fireworks 
tor the Fo~h 01' July, 1947. 

A discussion ~f the matter tollowed, in which it was stated that 
1"ire Chief J. E. MoMawter concurred. in a state law during the War 
prohibiting the sale of fi:r.eworks in the ~ity of Torranoe. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that the City Clerk be authorized to notity 
the Hobby Shop that this law, believed to be in ef1'ect at this time, 
will prohibit the sale 01' any kind of fireworks in their shop. Coun­
oilman Gilbert seconded t .he motion which was carried unanimously • 

.A communioation was read. from Otto B. W11lett, Oity Attorney, 
submi tting a oopy 01' a letter recei Ted by him 1'rom the Sou them 
California Telephone Company regarding hearings on their applioation 
1'01' inoreased rates betore the Public Utilities Commission. 

Upon inquiry 8y!t1ayor Sharf'e,-, Attorney Willett advised the 
Counoil that they have the right to protest against this increase, 
that the City of ·Los Angeles and the City 01' San Franoisco haTe 
already done 80. 

Councilman Tolson moved that the City Attorney be authorized to 
draw 1IIlP a resolution protesting agains,t the proposed increase in 
rates by the Southern California Telephone Company. Councilmlin 
Powell seoonded the motion whi ch was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, Seoretary 01' the 
Planning Commission, with regard to Petition 1'01' the vaoation 01' 
Boll' Avenue, Case No. 72, of E. L. Voltz and Sam Goldfaden, which 
was denied by the Commission at a recent meeting. Mr. Jain request~ 
the CODCUl"!'Elnce of the Council in this aotion; and the retund 01' 
$85.00 to the Petitioners which is the Dcn.a.inder of the $100.00 
deposit made by them 1'01' the investigation. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Council concur in the recOIllDUtnda­
tion of the Planning Commission and that the retand of teS.OO De 
authoriz.ed by the Council. Councilman Jackson ·seconded the motion 
whioh _s carried by the following roll oall Tote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUllCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT : COUNCIlMEN: None. 

A communication was read from J. H. Stroh, Chief 01' Polic., 
recommending that Mr. Arch Smith be ~anted permission to operate an 
ice cream route in Torranoe, as per his written request of March 11, 
,194'1. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the reoommendation of the Ohier ot 
Polioe be ooncurred in. Councilman Gilbert .econded the motion 
whi ch was carried unan1Jnously. 

A oommunication was read. tram J. H. Stroh, Chief of Police, .ith 
regard to Petition for Varianoe, Case .0. 57, of Mr. Einoh, 1'01' per­
mission to operate a public garage and aut9mobile repair shop at 
his service station on Carson ,and Manuel Streets, Lot 9, Blocle 24, 
Torranoe Tract, stating that his trial will be held Friday, March 
28, 194'1 at 11:00 a.m., and that the O:ity Engineer and the City 
Attorney are requested to be present, with the City Attorney prose­
cuting the case. 

A oommunication vas read trom W. C. Brad ord. , Secretary 01' the 
Civil Service Board, requesting the City Council to authoriz.e the 
payment of oompensation to the members of the Board, at the rate 
01' $10.00 each for every meeting attended. 

Councilman Powell moved that this matter be referred to the 
COuncil as a whole for further study and report at the next regular 
meeting. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert advised the Council that a request of this 
type was made by the Board not long ago, that the matter was re­
f'erred to the Council and no decision ever mad.e upon it. He sug­
gested that aotion ~e taken as soon as possible. 



Councilman Powell suggested that oompensation to the Board be 
made from the budget on a monthly basis and that the Planning Com­
mission also be paid a salary. However, he stated, he would suggest 
that both matters be place before the oitizens of Torranoe to be 
voted upon • 

.£. oommunication was read from W. C. Bradford, Secretary of the 
Civil Service Board, advising that the request of Mr. Joe Hagberg, 
an employee in the Street Department, for a leave of absenoe from 
March 25, 1947 to April 4, 1947, inclusive, without pay, in order to 
take his f8Illily to Portland, Oregon, has .been approved by Mr. Ralph 
Perkins, street Superintendent, and by the Board. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the Council concur in the action 
of the Civil Service Board and the Street Superin tendant. ,Council­
man Jaokson seconded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from W. C •. Bradford, Secretary ,of the 
Civil Service Board, with reference to the request of Mrs. ~ith B. 
Snith, Bookkeeper-Cashier, for a transfer from the Munioipal Bus 
Lines Office to the later Department Office. He atated that the 
transfer has the approval of the Civil Service Board, Mr. W. H. 
Murphey, Acting Maneger of the Munioipal Bus Lines, and Mr. W. H. 
Stanger, llanager of the Water Department. 

Councilman.Gilbert moved that the City Counoil concur in the 
recommendations of the Board, the Bus Manager and the later.Manager. 
Councilman ~ackson seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Otto B. Willett, City Attorney, 
wi th rega::d to decreasing Public Liablli ty and Property Damage In­
suranoe on taxicabs operating within the City, stating that the 
matter should properly be dete~ined by the Council. He advised 
that an amendment to Section 0 of Ordinance No. 366 would be required 
if the Council decides to act in the matter. 

During the ensuing d.iscussion, the maJority of theCouncll 
members agreed that the insuranoe requirements should be reduoe4. 

Councilmen Gilbert moved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to draw up an amendment to Section 0 of Ordinance No. 366, sett1ng 
up rates in accordance with other cities of similar size. Council­
man Powell aeoonded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A. communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, .City Engineer, with 
referenoe to requests from various property owners for the removal of 
City trees from their property at City expense, Tarylng fran $25.00 
to 1100.00 for the removal of each tree; and requesting that the 
policy be established by the Council to charge the property owner for 
the expense incurred by removal of a .tree, and that no tree be re­
moved exoept those that are diseased or dangerous or definitely ob­
structive ·to proposed construction by the property owner. 

Arter a short discussion, in which Engineer Jain pointed out that 
tree removal expense has run into thousands of dollars over a period 
of years, Kayor Sherfey moved that this matter be referred to the 
Council as a whole and Mr. Jain for further discussion and report at 
a subsequent meeting. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion which 
was carriedunanimoualy. 

A communication waa read trom Otto B. Willett, City Attorney, 
with reference to the ofrer of land in the Pueblo District from the 
American Rock Wool Insulating Company tor use as a baseball diamond, 
stating that he had disoussed the matter with officials of the Campan!', 
who do not wish to negotiate to lease the land in question to the ' . 
City. They wish only to grant the use ot the.land after being re­
lieTed of any responsibility in connect10n with its,use. A copy of 
Mr. Willett's commua1cation was sent to Rev. C. J. Wood, Pastor of 
the st. Joseph's Church, Pueblo, Who originally made the request 
that the C1ty Recreation Department a1d in preparing this land for 
playground use. 

C.lerk: Bartlett presented and read title to: 



BESOLurION NO. 18~O 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OJ!' 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, REGUlATING THE 
FILING OF APPLICATIONS FOR .~ 
CONNECTIONS, METER SERVICES, H.TER 
:aA!fES t DEPOSITS, DELINQ,UENCDS AND 
DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER SERVICE. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that further reading of Resolution 
No. 18~0 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
which was carried ~animously. 

COuncilman Gilbert moved that Resolution No. 1830 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seoonded the motion which was -carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell, Tolson and Sherfey • . NOES: COUNCIU1EN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Jackson.moved that an appropriation of .145.00, plus 
tax, .be .made for the purchase of street repair materials for patch 
repair OD Carson Street, east of Cabrillo twenne. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion which was carried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMl!N: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, 'folson and 

. Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIIl4EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Jackson moved that an appropriation of $77.00, plus 
tax, be made for the purchase of street repair ~ter1als for patch 
repair at Carson Street and Arlington Avenue intersection. Coun­
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion ~ich was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, 
Tolson and Sherfey. .)lOES: COUNCILMl!N: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None • 

. . Mayor Sherfey moved that an appropriation of tt'5.S0 be made 
out of the Bond Fund for the purchase of 70 - 5/S- x 3/4- Meters, 
Round Reading without Coupl1ngs for Municipal Water District Bo. 2. 
Councilman Tolson aeconded the motion whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, 
Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEN'r: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

- Mayor Sherfey moved that an appropriation of $703.15 be made 
from the Bond Fund for the purohase of 150 - 5/4- Lead Goosenecks 
oomplete and 250 - 314ft Meter Couplings for house connections in 
Mun1cipal later D1strict No .. 2. Councilman Tolson seconded the 
motion whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AlES: 
COUNCILMEN~ Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

J4-.yor Sherfey inquired of City Attorney WHlett whether or not 
it would be advisable to wait a few weeks before aoting upon the 
Petition requesting lights at the Fern Avenue Park for night ball 
games, due to the fact that there is still some doubt as to the title 
of the property. 

A.ttorney lillett stated that the case has been filed in the 
Superior Court but is still being held up and that he would reoommend 
that the matter be referred to the Council as a whole pending the 
deCision of the Court. 

C1ty Attorney Willett informed the Council that he has oompl.eted 
h1s study of the franohise to be granted the Standard Gas Company ex­
cept for the insertion of rates to be charged. He will hold the fran­
ohise, he asserted, until he can meet with the Councj,l informally for 
d1scussion of the matter. 

Mayor Sherfey stated that the appointment to the vacanoy created 
by the resignation of John McCall trom the Planning Commission will 
be made at the next regular meeting. 



City Engineer Glenn M. Jain stated that he w11l make a report on 
the proposed South Torrance Sewer District at next Tuesday's meeting, 
Apr11 1, 1947, which will be a little less than the required thirty 
days from the date of the Protest Hearing. He stated that, if the 
proposed district has to be shrunk more than l~, proceedings will 
have to be abandoned for another year, unless a precedent has been 
established some time in the past. He informed theC.ouncil that he 
is to meet with .Mr. Harold Barnett, Engineer for the proposed district, 
and a legal counsel within the next few days, and that he would' like 
to meet with the Council to discuss the prospects for the proposed 
distriot berore the meeting on Tuesday. Mayor Sherfey advised Mr. 
Jain that he may join the Council in an informal meeting to be held 
Monday, Karoh 31, 1947 at 7:00 p.m. 

MayoI' She~ey culed the attention of the assemblage to a trophy, 
1n the rorm of a gold-framed color-photograph of Torranoe's Float 
which won seoond p.lace in the A..-4 Division of the Pasadena Tournament 
of Roses Parade last January 1, 1947. This Float was entered in the 
Tournament by the Torrance 20-30 Club and the Trophy presented to 
the Oity by them. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

Counoilman Tolson moved that all b11ls properly audited be pa1d. 
CounoUlman Jaokson seconded the motion which was carried by the fol­
lowing roJ.l call vote: AYES,: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jaokson, Powell, 
Tolson and Sherfey. NaES: COUIDIL1EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

At 9:37 p.m., upon motion by Counoilman Gilhert, seconded by . 
Councilman Jaokson, the meeting adjourned to Tuesday, April 1, 1947, 
at 7:45, p.m. 

APPROVED: · 

TORRANCE 

MINtl'f'.I8 OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING 01 THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Californ1a 
April 1, H47 

The .. Ci ty Counoil of the Ci ty of Torranoe oonvened in an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California on Tuesday, April 1, 1947 at 8,:00 p.m. 

Due to the absenoe of Mayor Sherrey, Council.1mn POwell moved 
that Couno:ilman Tolson be appointed. Mayor Pro-tem. Counoilman 
Jaokson seoonded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor Pro tem 'rolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Jackson, Powell, and Tolson. Absent: Counoilmen: 

.Gilbert and Sher~ey. 

All those present in the Counllil Chamber saluted the Flllg~ 

epose


